
Year 6 SATs 
Information Workshop

Tuesday 16th April 2024



Aims of the session:

❑   To understand what SATs are, when they are and      
why we have them

❑ To gain ideas about how to support and prepare 
your child at home

❑ To understand how we support your children at 
school 

❑ To have an idea of the kinds of questions your 
children will need to answer during the tests.



What are SATs 
and why do 

we have 
them?

Standardised Assessment Tests

Used to measure the child’s 
attainment and progress

To measure the effectiveness of 
the school – this data is 
compared to county and 

national data

To inform parents

To inform secondary 
schools



How do we support the children?

- Your children’s teachers have been supporting them since they 
started school.
- Revision and consolidation in Year 6
-Constant revisiting of prior learning
-Exposing to SATs style questions
-Practise papers and analysing data
-Keeping track of progress and informing parents
-In/before/after school interventions
-Mock SATs
-Gathering evidence to determine children who may get extra 

provision
-If your child has an EHCP they will automatically qualify for 25% 

extra time, and we have applied for other children to be given 
extra time/a scribe/a reader etc.



The Key Stage 2 tests are timetabled from: 
Monday 13th May to Thursday 16th May 2024.

No music lessons this week!



Reading

The reading assessment measures whether children’s comprehension of 
age-appropriate reading material meets the national standard. 

It a standard timing of 60 minutes, including reading the texts and 
answering questions. There are three different set texts for the children to 
read, which could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/or 
poetry. 

Children can refer to the text as often as they like – it is not a memory 
test!

Scored out of 50 and comprises of 1, 2 and 3 mark answers.



Retrieval – 38%



Inference – 44%



Vocabulary – 10% 



Reading paper – what to expect

The 2023 SATs reading paper was publicly criticised over the difficulty of 
the test.

One criticism the 2023 reading paper faced was its longer word count 
compared to previous years.

Analysis found that the combined texts in the 2023 reading booklet came 
to 2046 words, over 500 more than the with its word count of 1558. 

With only an hour to read the booklet and answer all 38 questions, lots of 
children couldn’t finish the paper.

Hopefully after the criticism it was faced with last year, they won’t be so 
mean this year!

BUT we do know that there will be lots of words to read so ensure your 
child is reading as much as possible at home.



How can you help at home?

Questions you can ask whilst reading:

What does that word mean? Can you think of another word which means 
something similar?

What impression does the word ‘glare’ give us about how Shirley felt 
towards her cousin?

Can you find a word in this paragraph that is closest in meaning to 
annoyed?

In what year did the French authorities make it illegal for people to swim 
from France to England?

In the last paragraph, Mary does not want to go back inside. Give two 
reasons why Mary does not want to go back inside.

How was the character feeling when…? How do you know? Find evidence 
in the text.



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG)

- Comprised of 2 tests – combined score 

- Test 1 (45 minutes) measures their punctuation, spelling and grammar 
skills: terminology, word class, sentence types and structures (50 marks)

-Test 2 measures their ability to spell words using a variety of rules plus 
the ability to remember key exception words (20 marks)

-If your child struggles with spelling, they can still pass if they do well in 
the grammar!



Spelling Punctuation and Grammar – Paper 1



Spelling – Paper 2



Mathematics

- Comprised of 3 tests

- Test 1 (30 minutes) Arithmetic
Not in context and a focus on number, fraction and percentages.
Encourage the children to use efficient methods.

-Test 2 and 3 (each 40 minutes) Reasoning
Questions are in context or require a deeper level of understanding than 
just procedural mathematics. Number, geometry, coordinates, fractions, 
decimals and percentages, angles, algebra are covered



Mathematics – Paper 1 - Arithmetic

-30 minutes, 40 marks across 36 questions
-It covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, division, multiplication) – 
many of them requiring mental calculation only. They don’t even have 1 minute per 
question so drawing on their mental calculation as the most efficient method is so 
important. 
-It also assesses them on their knowledge of mixed operation calculations 
requiring BIDMAS, calculating percentages of amounts, calculations using decimals, 
and calculations using fractions. 



Mathematics – Paper 1 - Arithmetic



Reasoning

- 40 minutes, worth 35 marks each
-Questions get progressively harder



Reasoning



Reasoning

38.9% 
correct 

nationally



The Test

A raw score (number of correct answers)

Scaled score

Once all children’s results are in nationally, their raw score is 

converted into a scaled score.

What’s 

reported?

•Your child’s SATs raw score, scaled score, school and national 

average scaled score and teacher assessment for writing. 





2023 SATs Pass Marks

Maths Reading Grammar

Marks to meet EXS 
(Scaled score 

100+)

56/110

51%

24/50 
(lower than usual)

48%

36/70

51%

Marks to meet 
GDS (Scaled score 

110+)

94/110

85%

38/50

76%

55/70

79%



How can you support your child at home?

-Encourage them! A positive attitude goes a long way!
-Try to provide a quiet corner of the house for homework and 
study, that’s as free from distractions as possible
-Recap prior spellings 
-Look through Friday spelling tests and arithmetic tests with your 
child
-Encourage your child to talk to us if they express persisting 
anxieties about SATs. Remember that a small amount of anxiety is 
normal and not harmful.
-Listen to them read (with effective questioning!)
-Direct them to useful websites (TTRS/BBC bitesize/Spelling Shed)
-Bring learning into everyday life - practise key skills like times 
tables and practise mental maths in real world scenarios 
(shopping/cooking – useful for conversion)
-Plan something restful for the weekend before SATs
-Plenty of sleep!



If you do want to do extra practice with your child:

Bond books 
particularly good 

and similar in 
style to SATs



Mental health and well-being

• Your child’s mental health and well-being is 
our priority

• We want them to just do their best
• We value them for all of their amazing traits 

and not those assessed in these tests.
• Children invited in at 8am for breakfast each 

day.
• We want these exams to be as relaxed and as 

stress-free as possible! Emphasis will be on 
effort and progress rather than attainment ☺ 



Any 
questions?
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