
Helping Your Child to 
Read at Home
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Thursday 12th October 2023



Session Aims

• To understand more about phonics and 
the progression for phonics teaching.

• To know some strategies to teach 
Tricky Words.

• To know how you can help your child to 
access their reading book.

• To understand expectations for 
homework and how you can help at 
home.

Phonics are 
the building 

blocks to 
Reading 



The Reading Curriculum at Barrow 
Hedges

Literacy is one of the 7 areas of learning in Reception. 
This is broken down into Reading and Writing. 

Phonics underpins both specific areas. 

More about the Reading curriculum:

Adult led
Guided Reading/Phonics Lessons
Long Term Plan on the website- KPIs

Child initiated learning
Print is everywhere
Books are used to enrich all our activities
Our very exciting book corners!



We foster a love of 
reading.



The Expected Level of 
Development 

Children at the expected level of development 
will:

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet 
and at least 10 digraphs.

• Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending.

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that 
are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words.
 (ELG for reading)



At Barrow Hedges we have created 
our own robust systematic synthetic 
phonics programme using Pearson’s 

Bug Club Phonics progression of 
sounds and decodable books. 



We use a multisensory approach to enable our children to 
know more and remember more. We bring the learning to 
life through our use of songs, stories, videos and physical 

props to enhance our teaching. 

Children need to be active in their learning.

The Jolly Phonics songs and actions support the children 
to recall taught phonemes.



We identify the different sounds in words, 
starting with  CVC words.  

c a t 
 



 



The phonics lessons we deliver 
follow a specific teaching sequence 
in order for the learning to link and 

for children to make the best 
possible progress. 

We use an 'I, we, you' approach.

‘My turn’ ‘Your turn’ 



Phonics Vocabulary

Phoneme = sound we hear

Grapheme = letter we read or write 

Digraph = two letters together that makes one sound

Split digraph = when the sound splits and has another 
letter (consonant) in-between the sound

Trigraph = three letters together that makes one sound

Phoneme button = used for single sounds

Phoneme line = used for digraphs/trigraphs
Pure sounds 
Sight words 



Phonics Homework



Games to play at home!

Mrs Bennett will share 
some fun games with you. 

Try them at home!



Learning ‘Tricky Words’
Children learn tricky words through practise and repetition.

Revisit them over and over again, but make it fun!

Play games

When you 
are reading, if your 

child doesn’t
recognise a word 

and is stuck, please 
do read the word 

to them.



Tricky Word Homework 



Sharing your child’s reading book 
together. Top Tips! 

• Make a prediction about the story based on title, front cover
and blurb.

• Turn the pages carefully looking at the pictures to get an
understanding of the story before you begin to read it.

• Ensure that your child points to each word as they read.
• Allow the children to use the picture clues to help them to establish

meaning.
• Practice reading the tricky words in the text (‘the’, ‘he’, ‘we’ etc.) Can

they find them and point to them? Or draw their attention to
any sounds you know they know!

• Answer questions in response to the text.
• Identify what they liked and disliked about the text supported by

your questioning.
• Support your child to develop an understanding of the characters,

setting, and events.
• Look at the differences between fiction and non fiction.



Reception Homework Timetable 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

We listen to your 
child read. 

We listen to your 
child read their 
tricky words. 

We listen to your 
child read. 

We publish your 
child’s 
observation for 
the week. 

New reading 
book provided 
please write title 
and Date.

Tricky Words sent 
home- Add to 
your tricky word 
box. 

New reading 
book provided, 
please write title 
and date.

Phonics 
Homework 
provided on 
Tapestry-
complete over 
the following 
week over the 7 
days. 

Please read the 
latest Tapestry 
entry for your 
child and 
comment or like 
or both. 



Thank you for coming!

Your feedback is 
important to us.
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