


Barrow Hedges is an above average sized school, with 
three forms of entry (therefore it is in the largest 20% 
nationally). 

We have 696 children on roll (October 2023) including 
pupils in our own Nursery (where we have both 15 hour 
and 30 hour places).

There are currently more boys than girls (approx 53% to 
47%).



Ethnicity – The school’s largest ethnic group is White British with 52.3%. The 
remaining % is made up of a variety of ethnic groups. In fact, the school has 15 
out of 17 possible ethnic groups (where the average number of groups for this 
phase of education is 9).

Proportion of EAL – Approximately 31% of children across the school have EAL 
and the numbers are higher in the Early Years reflecting our changing cohorts.

Proportion of SEN –The percentage of pupils with an Education Health Care 
Plan (EHCP) is 1.8% which is below the national average (3.7%) and the 
percentage of pupils with SEN support, at 6.1%, is below the national average 
(12.2%).

Pupils eligible for pupil premium funding– 8% of children are eligible for pupil 
premium funding in comparison to the national figure of 15% to 23%.

Deprivation Indicator – We currently sit within the first quintile which equates 
to the least deprived schools. 

Inward mobility – Inward mobility is 8.1% which is below the national figure of 
11.7% to 15.6%.



We are an academy within Cirrus Primary Academy Trust along with 

four other schools (Avenue, Rushy Meadow, Stanley Park Infants and 

Wallington Primary).

Trust Strategic Objectives

The Trust priorities for action are based on colleague 

feedback, audit and evaluation of the academies within the Trust. 

They are included in four key areas: 

1. Quality of education and school improvement - Providing education 

that enables all to flourish & empowering our pupils to be the best they 

can be.

2. People - Supporting our people to flourish and take pride in their 

achievements.

3. Premises - Ensuring that premises are safe and fit for purpose so that 

pupils can be the best they can be.

4. Strategic Development - Deploying resources & governance to ensure 
that education enables all to flourish.



What is it like to attend this school?

“Pupils are rightly proud to be part of this inclusive, kind and friendly 
school. They benefit from positive and respectful relationships with 
adults and other pupils. This starts in the early years, where children 
learn to play well together. These strong foundations and clear and 
consistent expectations mean that pupils’ behaviour is exemplary. Pupils 
understand the importance of being accepted, ‘whoever you are’. This 
helps to ensure that pupils feel safe and are kept safe at school. 

Leaders are highly ambitious. This is realised for pupils both in their 
academic and personal development. Pupils study a rich and interesting 
curriculum. They produce work of high quality in different subjects. 
Pupils embody the school values of kindness, inclusion, honesty, respect 
and ambition. As a result, pupils are very well prepared for the next stage 
of their education.” Ofsted, July 2023.



Barrow Hedges Leadership Roles:

Louise Wood – Headteacher (Curriculum)
Deputy Headteacher – Kate Duncan (Assessment) (3 days)
Assistant Headteacher – Michelle Rondeau (Inclusion and Safeguarding)
Assistant Headteacher – Janine Covey (Early Years Foundation Stage)
Assistant Headteacher – Marianne Wilson (English) (3 days)
Assistant Headteacher - Becky Cheetham (Maths)

Cirrus Primary Academy Trust and Local Authority Leadership Roles:

Louise Wood – Trust Director of Teaching and Learning
Kate Duncan – Borough Moderator for Writing
Janine Covey – Trust EYFS Leader / Best Practice EYFS Lead Teacher
Marianne Wilson – Trust English Leader 
Becky Cheetham – Trust Maths Leader



Our Vision
Every child thriving every day.

Our Mission
At Barrow Hedges we believe that 
there is no limit to what our pupils 
can achieve. We nurture the 
potential talents of each child in 
our Barrow Hedges family. 
Through high aspiration and by 
inspiring a love of learning, in an 
exceptional environment, our 
pupils leave us ready to make a 
valued contribution to society. 







Ron Resilience Connie Collaboration Rosie Reflectiveness Ravi Resourcefulness

Building Learning Power

Children have a range of opportunities to 
develop leadership skills, for example, as 
members of our School Council, as Eco-
Warriors, Digital Leaders and House 
Captains.

“Pupils readily take on additional 
responsibilities, such as becoming digital 
leaders.” Ofsted, July 2023.





“Phonics is prioritised and taught from the very start. Staff involve parents 
and carers with their child’s reading by sharing the sounds they are 
learning. By the end of Nursery Year, many children recognise initial 
sounds. Pupils read books that closely match the sounds they have 
learned. Those who need to catch up are supported to do so quickly. This is 
because all staff are trained to teach phonics expertly. Staff make sure that 
no time is wasted when helping pupils to read. Leaders continue to 
promote the importance of phonics throughout the whole school. In Year 
4, for instance, pupils use their phonics knowledge to decode unfamiliar 
words such as ‘unforeseen’.” – Ofsted, April 2022.



“Effective use is made of assessment to check that pupils understand 
what they have learned. Teachers routinely identify and address any 
misconceptions to ensure they do not persist and limit pupils’ 
understanding. This helps pupils to develop a strong understanding 
across the curriculum.” Ofsted, July 2023.

“Reading is a high priority for all pupils. Children in the Nursery 
practise listening to sounds as a foundation to learning to read. They 
are encouraged to bring in an object from home that links to the sound 
they are learning about. This strong start is built on through the well-
delivered phonics programme. All staff are trained and supported to be 
experts in reading. Pupils practise reading with books that are 
consistently well matched to the sounds they know. This helps to 
ensure that they develop as confident and fluent readers. Timely and 
appropriate intervention is put in place for those pupils who need 
additional help to read well. Reading is celebrated and valued. For 
example, there are dedicated assemblies that promote the importance 
of reading.” Ofsted, July 2023.









Awards

Safeguarding Platinum Award
Inclusion Quality Mark 
Early Years Quality Mark 
History Quality Mark Gold Award
School Games Platinum Award 
School Games Gold Award 
Eco Schools Silver Award 
Healthy Schools Gold 
School Travel Plan Gold 



The Curriculum at Barrow Hedges

Each topic includes an Engage Event. This 
is to “hook” the pupils and ensure the 
learning is memorable.
 
For further information please visit the 
school website:
 http://www.barrowhedgesprimary.co.uk

“Leaders have designed a rigorous and ambitious curriculum. In each 
subject, important knowledge is explicitly identified and sequenced so that 
pupils return to and deepen their understanding from early years onwards. 
For example, in design and technology, pupils practise cutting food safely 
by using the claw and bridge grip. Older pupils apply these skills when 
performing more complex cooking skills, such as making their own pastry. 
Similarly, in science, children in early years learn about the features of 
different animals. Pupils build on this knowledge when classifying living 
organisms and learning about their life cycles.” Ofsted, July 2023.

http://www.barrowhedges.com/








Yr Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum1 Sum 2

Nur Can I Make A New 

Friend?

What Can I 

Celebrate?

How Can I Make 

Patterns?

What Changes Can 

I Spot?

Can I Tell You a 

Story?

Can I become a 

Writer?

Rec Don’t Eat the 

Teacher, Pirates 

Ahoy! &

Where Does Our 

Food Come From? 

Did Dragons Exist? Can A Penguin Live 

In A Hot Place? 

Are Eggs Alive? Can I Become An 

Author? 

Do You Like To Be 

Beside The 

Seaside? 

Y1 Memory Box Bright Lights, Big 
City 

Moon Zoom!  Dinosaur Planet The Enchanted 
Woodland

Superheroes

Y2 Street Detectives Towers, Tunnels 
and Turrets

Land Ahoy! Muck, Mess and 
Mixtures

Wiggle and Crawl The Scented 
Garden

Y3 Gods & Mortals Forceful Pharaohs Tremors Scrumdiddly-umptious! Tremors Tribal Tales

Y4 I am Warrior Potions Road Trip USA! 1066 Burps, Bottoms 
and Bile

Blue Abyss

Y5 Scream Machine Off with Her Head Stargazers Beast Creator France (includes 
some of Fallen 

Fields) 

World at Work

Y6 A Child’s War Frozen Kingdom Revolution Darwin’s Delights Voices in the Park 
& Blood Heart

Hola Mexico!



“Pupils are offered many opportunities beyond the 
academic curriculum. For instance, Year 3 pupils are 
due to attend a performance led by members of a 
professional orchestra. Staff encourage pupils to get 
involved with national events such as the Big Garden 
Birdwatch. Leaders also offer a vast range of extra-
curricular clubs at lunchtime and after school. These 
include many sports, but also clubs for sewing, chess 
and martial arts. Pupils raise money for several 
charities. During Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week, 
everyone wears odd socks to raise money to support 
children and young people with Down’s Syndrome.” 
Ofsted, April 2022.



Realising our vision, mission and guiding principles:
We place extremely high value on music, sport and the arts.

   Specialist sports, art and music teachers
   Excellent links with Sutton Music Service, well 
   established music teachers
   All children in Year 4 learn to play the violin or  
   cello (30 weeks) 
   All children in Year 3 learn to play the djembe 
   drums (one term) 
   Excellent links with Love Theatre Arts
                                           Trips and visitors into school to provide                                         

  memorable experiences

Children learn to speak French from Year 4 
onwards

Residential visits Year 4 Dorset, Year 5 France 
and Year 6 Shropshire



Personalised Learning
Inclusion Team
ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant
Lead TA - Family Support Work/ELSA
Excellent links to external advisory 
services
Provision for the more able 

“Leaders have ensured that all staff have received appropriate training and 
are vigilant to the needs of pupils. This ensures that any concerns that may 
arise are reported swiftly. Leaders make appropriate and timely use of 
external agencies. They are tenacious in following up any referrals they 
have made to secure the right support for pupils and their families.” 
Ofsted, April 2022.



Early Years Foundation Stage – Reception
Transition into school – Visits to Nurseries and Pre-Schools, Information 
Evening for Parents, Fun Day, Home Visits, Staggered Start, All About 
Me Sheets

Three Classes – Fox, Badger and Hedgehog

Senior Teaching Assistant in every class full time

Excellent environment for learning – indoors and outdoors

Electronic Learning Journeys 
(Tapestry)

Information Evenings for Parents 
e.g. phonics and 
writing

Transition into Year 1 



School Dinners

Eaten in the main hall.

Staggered lunchtime.

Reception first at 11.30am

School dinners are cooked here onsite in our own kitchen. They are 
provided by Caterlink.

All children receive a Universal Free School Meal when they start 
school. This has previously ceased at the end of Year 2 when 
parents had to then pay for school meals but this year, children in 
London schools also get a free school meal up to Year 6. You may 
opt out of this and send your child with a packed lunch.



Parent Teacher Friends Association (PTFA)





Extra-Curricular Activities

Pupils develop their interests through a programme of 
additional activities, including knitting, gymnastics, 
choir, dance and positivity.” Ofsted, July 2023.







School Improvement Plan 2023-2024





To get more of an insight into what happens at 
our school and what is important to us, follow us 

on Instagram @barrowhedgesprimary.

We use our 
Instagram page to 
tell our school 
story and give an 
immediate 
snapshot of the 
things we 
celebrate. We 
strive to make the 
everyday invisible 
moments visible 
for parents at 
home.
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