Nursery — Chinese New Year

Nursery has been busy
celebrating Chinese  New
Year. We talked about all the
different festivals we celebrate
and who celebrates them with
us. We know that when we
celebrate, we are really happy
and it is often a time to come

together with family and
friends. The children
remembered how they
celebrated Diwali and

Christmas and we talked
about the differences and
similarities when celebrating
Chinese New Year.

We had a special Chinese
banquet and tasted lots of
delicious Chinese food too.
The children tried to eat

noodles with chopsticks.

We have also been learning
about patterns and noticing
patterns everywhere! We have
loved the story 'Aliens love
Underpants’ and have been

busy matching underpants,
counting them and even
buying them from our 'shop'!
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We are so clever at noticing
patterns onour ‘teachers'
clothes and even at the
bottom of our shoes. What
great pattern detectives we
are becoming!"

It was very tricky but we all
kept  trying (like Ron
Resilience!) Well done!

Reception — Can a Penguin
Live in a Hot Place?

This term in Reception we
asked the question 'Can a
Penguin Live in a Hot Place?'
The children were keen to
research to find outl We
compared hot and cold places
by learning about the Arctic
and Antarctica, the jungle and
the African Savanna. We

learnt about the animals that
live there by going on lots of
‘expeditions’.

We thought about their colour,
how they moved and how they




might feel. We used the
stories of Polar Bear, Polar
Bear What Can
You See? and in the 'Tall,
Tall Grass' to help structure
our writing about the animals
and made our own explorer
books.

We had lots of fun trying new
activities like exploring ice,
melting it to save the trapped
penguins, building our own
penguin school and playing
instruments in time to the
Animal Boogie song.

We found out that penguins

live in the Southern
Hemisphere (the bottom half
of the world). They live in
Antarctica but also in some
hot countries like New
Zealand and South Africa.
They do not live in the North
Pole with Santa (like lots of
children thought.) Penguins
do live in a hot place!

Year 1 — Moon Zoom

This half term, we have really
enjoyed getting stuck into our
‘Moon Zoom’ theme. We
have been great explorers in

History and have loved
discovering famous space
explorers, like Neil

Armstrong, Tim Peake and
Katherine Johnson who have
made so many achievements
in history. Many of us have
decided that we would like to
wear a space suit and travel
to space one day. We found
it very funny that there is no
gravity there and enjoyed
watching videos of the space
station crew floating around
in the air and sleeping in
special sleeping bags in their
small cabins.

In English, we used one of
our favourite stories ‘We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt' and
changed it to an alien hunt,
where we had so much fun
bringing the story to life
through acting and creating
our own alien characters.
Here, we thought of lots of
exciting language and
adjectives to describe and
make our writing more
interesting.

Our Design and Technology
project was awesome this
half term! We got to design
and create our very own
moon buggies that could
travel on the moon’s crust! It
was fascinating discovering
how a moon buggy was

made and the different
components that are needed
to make it work properly. We
compared it to the different
vehicles we use on Earth.
The most exciting part was
making a box to sit in the
chassis, for collecting special
moon rocks! We also had so
much fun visiting the London
Science Museum, where we
got to explore more about
space!




It has been another busy half
term in Year One, and we
have all had so much fun
along the way! It has been
wonderful to see the children
become more independent
and resilient, and we couldn’t
be prouder of their many

achievements! ©

Year 2 — Land Ahoy

Year 2 have enjoyed a
brilliant Spring 1 exploring
their theme of Land Ahoy.
This of course began with
one of the most memorable
days of the year, 'Nautical
day'! This unit has been
packed full of amazing
discoveries within the
humanities area of the
curriculum. In history, the
children have learned about
a variety of explorers who
have been pivotal in the
discovery of new lands over
time. The children particularly
enjoyed the story of Grace
Darling and her heroics. In

geography, they have
explored the way the world is
divided into different zones
by learning about the
continents and oceans
across the globe. English has
also been a source of more
joy for the children, who have
loved the retelling of our first
video unit of the year, 'Catch-
A-Lot. We can't wait to
welcome the children back in
Spring 2.

Year 3 —-Tremors

This half term Year Three
have been learning all about
Earth in our theme,
‘Tremors." We started off the
term by learning about the
different layers of the Earth
and focused on the Tectonic
Plates and their importance
in the makeup of the different
continents and  physical
features such as volcanoes,
mountain chains and ranges.
At the start of January we
were visited by PrimeVR who
gave us the opportunity to
have a close look at different
volcanoes including ones that
were erupting! This was lots
of fun and for many of us, our
first experience of using a VR
headset.

When learning about the
different tectonic plates, we
also explored the unfortunate
natural disasters that occur
when there is activity at the
boundaries such as
Earthquakes. We were very
saddened to hear about the
Earthquakes that  struck
Turkey and Syria as having
learnt about the Richter
Scale, we understood the
enormity of the damage that
would have happened and
we were keen to help raise
money for the rescue fund.

During our Art and
Geography lessons this half
term, Japan became a real
focus for us due to its
position on a fault line! We
learnt about the artist
Katsushika Hokusai and
used his work to inspire our
own creations.



We have had lots of fun
learning about our active
Earth this half term but we
can now smell the delicious
aroma of food in the air and
are eager to dive into our
next theme. We hear it's
going to be
Scrumdiddilyumptious!

Year 4 — Road Trip USA

Year 4 have had a busy but
amazing half term studying
our 'Road Trip USA' theme.
We had a special visitor from
PrimeVR where the children
were given the opportunity to
explore famous sights in the
Americas via virtual reality
(pictured).

In English this half term

we've studied Native
American  myths, written
postcards and created
persuasive adverts for

California. For Geography,
we've learnt about the
different states of the USA as
well as expanding our
knowledge of latitude and
longitude and how these are

used to plot co-ordinates on

earth. In Science, the
children have thoroughly
enjoyed learning  about

electricity and building their
own electrical circuits.

Year 5 — Space Engage
Day

Because of our theme this
half term — Stargazers — we
had the privilege to have a
fun and scientific day for our
learning. This included space
buggies, space dome and
astronaut training. At the start
of the day, we built space
buggies from Lego. They
needed to be sturdy yet light
so they could be used on the
moon. They also needed to
be safe for astronauts to use.
To test them out, we took
them out onto the playground
to see if they worked. Some
were very successful but
some of them broke because
they were not well-balanced
and were too heavy. During
our Space Dome visit, we
learned about the sun, moon
and Earth as well as the
constellations. It was exciting
to sit in the darkness of the
dome and look up at the
stars. For our astronaut
training, we took part in a
range of tasks that tested our
brains. This included the
stroop test and the reverse
number challenge. They
were very tricky — especially
the stroop test because the

word may have said ‘blue’
but it was coloured red and
so it boggled our brains but it
was still very enjoyable!

Follow the link below if you
want to try out the stroop

test
https://faculty.washington.ed
u/chudler/java/ready.html

By Isabella, Arif and Diana

Beech Class

Year 6 — Industrial
Revolution

This half term, to support our
learning, Year 6 took part in
an active and engaging
‘Industrial Revolution’
workshop. We got hands-on
in all of the sessions of the
workshop, which included
learning about the formation
and uses of coal and mining;
the major advancements
from casting iron to bridge
building during the Industrial
Revolution; exploration of the
evolution of the steam engine
and the impact of the
railways on Britain. We
particularly enjoyed learning
about the jobs that children
during the Victoria era were
made to do — they worked for
long hours, for little pay in
unsafe working conditions,
which meant they could not
really be ‘children’ or get an
education. We even tried out
some of these demanding
jobs and got paid depending
on how well we carried out


https://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/java/ready.html
https://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/java/ready.html

the tasks... we can confirm
that being at school is better
than having a Victorian job!
The day ended with a ‘trial’
where we debated the pros
and cons of the Industrial
Revolution in our very own
courtroom, complete with
judge, barrister and jury. It
was a fantastic day and really
brought our learning to life!

Barrow Hedges Instagram

Remember to give us a
follow on Instagram! We post
pictures weekly.

l@l @barrowhedgesprimary

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Girlguiding Thinking Day (children who
are members of Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides are invited to wear their

uniform on this day)

22" February

8" March Parent/Teacher Consultation
9" March Parent/Teacher Consultation
9 March World Book Day (dress up)
oth March PTFA Gift for a Special Person
10t March INSET DAY — no children in on this day
13 — 15™" March Year 4 Hooke Court
17t March Reception Bocketts Farm Trip
17t March Red Nose Day
w/c 20" March Clubs finish
Year 1 PTFA School Disco (times TBC
23'% March Year 4 PTFA School Disco Etimes TBC;
24" March Odd Sock Day
27" March PTFA Guess the Eggs
e | eI S D e o0
30" March PTFA Great Barrow Bake Off and Bake

Sale

30t March Reception and KS1 Easter Hat Parade

Children break up for Easter holidays

t
31 March SCHOOL FINISHES AT 2PM



http://www.instagram.com/barrowhedgesprimary

ONLINE SAFETY
NEWS
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Tips for Encouraging Open Discussions about Digital Lives

Tuesday 7th February was Safer Internet Day: the annual event to promote the safe,
responsible and positive use of digital tech among children and young people. This
year’s title was ‘Want to talk about it? Making space for conversations about life
online’ — giving young voices a platform to shape the kinds of online safety support
that they receive.

Simply checking in with children regularly about their experiences — both good and
bad — in the digital world is a brilliant way to engage with what they’re currently into
online, while also acting as a valuable early warning system about potential issues.

Please see the guide on the next page for some top tips for initiating these helpful
catch-up chats.




M nattonsd Online Sarsty, we beleve in empewering parests, tarers anil trasied odifte with Whe intermation 1o hidd an infarmed converention sheut ordine stely with their e hildren, shaubl they feed
e haadad This guide toeinas ah and af many veuse witieh we Belave 1roviod aaud ¢ shiidil s awars af Plsase vieX wwn nationelend nesars ty som 1ae (Uithet gusies, Wats ard tes Tov adulte

& Tips for Encouraging Open Discussions about

M\ IGITAL LIVES

.' "'ﬂ\ouﬂhwuIllncnﬂnlyf-nlhyundmﬂmmﬂdlhhbﬁy‘lﬁilﬂmqn‘mn‘

= 9, far more so than for previous generations. There are many pesitives to children being able to
> faccess online materials, 3o it's important not to demonise the Internet, games and apps, and |imit the
of their positive aspects. At the same time, we do have a responsibiiity to educate children
-mommmmmmmimﬂwummlﬂmm—muuw}un‘u.
Mmmmymybomhmn.ummhmm—ond‘dmm

f
+
i

i
i
i

i
i

j
|

Iumnblﬂmmnm
tell @ trusted asult about

Meet Our Expert

oD e Jerninps of SABRE (K ehing Amwarenes I 2o £ Oy ¢ aien) Nas
aprrost 10 pears’ axpartarca dafeering refatenetips and sax sducatian
@nd rakvng te schoels, e ges and cther educoden provider A
publehes asthor on ha sibje<t, sha alie oSuisse the Departrrent of

U eon on the statstraining sbemarmt ot the B cumtcdum %W ﬂWakeUpWednesdag

@ www.nationalonlinesafetycom Y @natorlinesatety  [f§ /Nationalonlinesatety  (G) @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide de 20 ot their own discretion. Ne liability is entered into. Current as of the date of ré jease: 01.02 2023

s




This half term, our Eco-Warriors delivered an assembly to the
whole school on how to be more eco-friendly and sustainable at
Barrow Hedges. Some of their top tips included being careful not
to waste resources like pens and paper; putting litter in the bin
(both in school and out!); turning taps off and ensuring they are
not dripping and turning lights off when we are done in a room.
The children thoroughly enjoyed the assembly, and the Eco-
Warriors were pleased to impart some of their valuable eco
knowledge!

In order to remind the children (and adults!) at Barrow Hedges
how to be eco-friendly, the Eco-Warriors created posters for our
classrooms and around the school. These posters include
reminders to turn off the lights when a room isn’t being used, to
turn off taps and what can be put in our green recycling bins compared to our regular bins!

Additionally, our school will be having LED lights installed across
the school this term! Greenhouse gas emissions associated with
the LED lights are considerably lower than conventional
¢ incandescent or compact fluorescent lights. According to careful
~ calculations, one LED bulb, providing the same luminosity as one
incandescent bulb emits 80% less greenhouse gases. This will
really help Barrow Hedges to reduce our carbon footprint — yay!




