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What Is phonics?

Children begin to learn phonics (sounds) in Early Years both Nursery and
Reception. Once children begin learning sounds, these sounds are used
orally to identify and make words.

They will then begin to learn the letters which make each of the sounds
and these are used to read and spell words.

Once children begin learning sounds, these sounds are used orally to
identify and make words. They will then begin to learn the letters which

make each of the sounds and these are used to read and spell words.
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What Is the Phonics Check?

Children in Year 1 throughout the country will all be taking part in a phonics
screening check during the same week in June (WB 08/06/20). Children in
Year 2 will also take the check if they did not achieve the required result
when in Year 1 or they have not taken the test before.

The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether individual
children have learnt phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriat
standard for their age.
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It will identify the children who need extra help so they are given support
by the school to improve their reading skills. They will then be able to
retake the check so that schools can track children until they are able to

decode.
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What happens during the test?

The test contains 40 words. Each child will sit one-to-one and read each
word aloud to a teacher. The test will take approximately 10 minutes per
child, although all children are different and will complete the check at their
own pace. The list of words the children read is a combination of 20 real =
words and 20 pseudo words (nonsense words) also known as alien words.
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Pseudo words (nonsense words)

The pseudo words will be shown to your child with a picture of an alien. This
provides the children with a context for the pseudo word which is independent from
any existing vocabulary they may have. Pseudo words are included because they will
be new to all pupils; they do not favour children with a good vocabulary knowledge
or visual memory of words.

Pronunciation of pseudo-words

Some of the graphemes used in the check represent a number of different
phonemes. When decoding a real word in the check, the child has to select the
correct phoneme for the word, for example the ‘ow’ in ‘blow’ should not be
pronounced as the ‘ow’ in ‘cow’. However, when decoding a pseudo-word, all
plausible alternative pronunciations are acceptable.
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Section T

The words in section 1 will have a variety of simple word structures (for
example CVC, VCC, CCVC and CVCC) using:

« single letters (3, b, ¢, d, e, f,g,h, I, ],k |, mn, 0 p, qu),r,s,tuv,w,X,
Y. Z)

« some consonant digraphs (ch, ck, ff, Il, ng, sh, ss, th, zz)

« frequent and consistent vowel digraphs (ar, ee, oi, 00,0r)
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Section 2

The words in section 2 will have a variety of more complex word structures
(for example CCVCC, CCCVC, CCCVCC
and two syllable words) with some:
« additional consonant digraphs (ph, wh) -
« less frequent and consistent vowel digraphs, including split digraphs (a-e,
al, au, aw, ay, eq, e-¢, er, ew, i-e,
le, ir, 0a, 0-€, ou, oW, Oy, ue, u-e, ur)
« trigraphs (air, igh).
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What skills do children need to meet the standard of the phonics

screening check?

All children need to be able to identify sounds associated with different
letters, and letter combinations, and then blend these sounds together to

~ correctly say the word on the page. The same skill is needed whether the
word is a real word or a non-word.

The words gradually get harder through the check as the combinations of
letters become more complicated. Usually, as long as the child has said 32
out of the 40 words correctly, they will be considered to have met the
standard.
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Reporting to Parents

By the end of the summer term all schools must report each child’s results
to their parents. They will confirm if the child has met the standard
threshold. Children who do not achieve the expected level will retake the
test when they are in Year 2.




How are the results used?

Results from the check will be used by schools to analyse their own
performance and for Ofsted to use in inspections. It also helps teachers to
cater for children’s phonic needs as they move up to the juniors.
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How can | help at home?

« Play lots of sound and listening games with your child.
« Read as much as possible to and with your child.
« Encourage and praise — get them to have a ‘good guess'.

« If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them Db
encouraging them to say each sound in the word from left to right.

* Blend the sounds by pointing to each one, e.g. /c/ in cat, /p/ in pat,
/ng/ in sing, /ee/ in been. Next move your finger under the whole § %
word as you say it.

 Discuss the meaning of words if your child does not know what they‘
chapter
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Phonics links to help at home

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Useful examples of how to pronounce sounds appropriately
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BghXUW_v-1s
https://[www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

Phonics games to play at home
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/index.htm
/ http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html
ttp://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-/-years/letters-and-sounds
http:/[www.education.com/game/short-u-cloud-catcher/
https://[www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCvtMzULOlw
(Any alphablocks games on cbeebies)
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What happens if a child does not meet the standard?

The screening check will identify children who have
phonic decoding skills below the level expected for the
end of Year 1 and who therefore need extra help.
Schools will be expected to provide extra help and
children will then be able to retake the assessment in

Year 2.
®
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Thank youl

Please take the time to fill out an evaluation form before
you go.




